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Category: b7E 
Initiated: 
Document Title: (U) Legat Buenos Aires AD Note regarding Death of Argentine 


Prosecutor Alberto Nisman 


Synopsis: (U) Argentine Federal Prosecutor Alberto Nisman was found dead in 
his Buenos Aires apartment, hours before his appearance at a 
Congressional hearing. Nisman was scheduled to deliver evidence of 
an alleged cover-up by President Cristina Kirchner of 
lran/Hizballah's role in the 1994 terrorist attack on AMIA Jewish 
community center. 


Details: (U) 


(U) Suspicious Death of Argentine Prosecutor 
ALBERTO NISMAN b6 


Legat Buenos Aires megat] b7C 


Executive Summary: (U) Argentine Federal Prosecutor ALBERTO 
NISMAN was found dead in his Buenos Aires apartment, hours 
before his appearance at a Congressional hearing. NISMAN was 
scheduled to deliver evidence to the Argentine Congress on 
January 19, 2015 of an alleged cover-up by President 
Cristina Kirchner of Iran/Hizballah’s role in the 1994 
terrorist attack on a Buenos Aires Jewish community center 
(AMIA) that killed 85 people. 


Current Situation: (U) Argentine Federal Prosecutor ALBERTO 
NISMAN was found dead in his Buenos Aires apartment, only 
hours before his Congressional hearing on January 19, 2015. 
NISMAN was scheduled to deliver proof of an alleged cover-up 
by President Cristina Kirchner of Iran/Hizballah's 
responsibility for the 1994 terrorist attack on a Buenos 
Aires Jewish community center (AMIA) that killed 85 people. 
Nisman had been the prosecutor in the case since September 
2004. At the time of his death, Nisman had a ten officer 
security detail from the Federal Police. Argentine President 
Kirchner and Ministry of Security Sergio Berni were among 
the first to state that the evidence surrounding NISMAN's 
death indicated suicide. 


(U) On January 19, following the news of NISMAN’s death, 

thousands of Argentines demonstrated in several Argentine 

cities. Prominent Argentine opposition leaders called for an 

impartial investigation into Nisman’s death. Federal Judge 

Ariel Lijo, whose court received the criminal complaint by 

Nisman, ordered that all evidence, including recordings of 

intercepted phone calls, be seized and protected. On January B 
20, Judge Lijo publicly released the 300-page criminal 

complaint Nisman had filed detailing the AMIA investigation. 
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Nisman intended to present this to the Argentine Congress on 
January 19. 


| mem b7c 


b7D 


has been in contact with th 
and will coordinate any FBI assistance through her, if 
requested. None has been requested at this time. U.S. 
Embassy Buenos Aires released a public note lamenting 
Nisman’s tragic death, which stated his death should not 
stop the prosecution of those responsible for the AMIA 
attack. 


Background: (U) Nisman was appointed prosecutor in the AMIA . 
case in September 2004. Interpol issued red notices on six 
high level Iranian officials for their suspected involvement 
in the AMIA attack. In February 2013, Argentina's Congress 
approved the creation of a Truth Commission with Iran to 
probe the 1994 bombing. The Commission, as proposed by 
President Kirchner, was widely criticized as an attempt to 
sideline the criminal investigation. In May 2014, a Federal 
Appeals Court ruled the Truth Commission unconstitutional. 
On January 15, 2015, Nisman filed a criminal complaint 
accusing Kirchner and other administration officials of 
secretly conspiring with the Iranians to derail the 
investigation into Iran’s alleged role in the 1994 bombing, 
as part of a deal that would supply Iranian oil to 
Argentina. 
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21 January 2015 
(U) Suspicious Death of Argentine Prosecutor 
ALBERTO NISMAN 


Legat Buenos Aires (Legal | . oe 
21 January 201 
_ bE 


Executive Summary: (U) Argentine Federal Prosecutor ALBERTO NISMAN was found dead in his 
Buenos Aires apartment, hours before his appearance at a Congressional hearing. NISMAN was 
scheduled to deliver evidence to the Argentine Congress on January 19, 2015 of an alleged cover-up 
by President Cristina Kirchner of lran/Hizballah’s role in the 1994 terrorist attack on a Buenos Aires 
Jewish community center (AMIA) that killed 85 people. 


Current Situation: (U) Argentine Federal Prosecutor ALBERTO NISMAN was found dead in his Buenos 
Aires apartment, only hours before his Congressional hearing on January 19, 2015. NISMAN was 
scheduled to deliver proof of an alleged cover-up by President Cristina Kirchner of lran/Hizballah's 
responsibility for the 1994 terrorist attack on a Buenos Aires Jewish community center (AMIA) that killed 
85 people. Nisman had been the prosecutor in the case since September 2004. At the time of his death, 
Nisman had a ten officer security detail from the Federal Police. Argentine President Kirchner and 
Ministry of Security Sergio Berni were among the first to state that the evidence surrounding NISMAN’s 
death indicated suicide. 


(U) On January 19, following the news of NISMAN’s death, thousands of Argentines demonstrated in 
several Argentine cities. Prominent Argentine opposition leaders called for an impartial investigation 
into Nisman’s death. Federal Judge Ariel Lijo, whose court received the criminal complaint by Nisman, 
ordered that all evidence, including recordings of intercepted phone calls, be seized and protected. On 
January 20, Judge Lijo publicly released the 300-page criminal complaint Nisman had filed detailing the 
AMIA investigation. Nisman intended to present this to the Argentine Congress on January 19. 


Investigative Action Plan: (U) Legal Jcontacted on re 
A | b7C 
January 19, to offer FBI assistance and personally met with EFD 
[= ibe January 20, 2015. Lega has been in contact with th land 


will coordinate any FBI assistance through her, if requested. None has been requested at this time. U.S. 
Embassy Buenos Aires released a public note lamenting Nisman’s tragic death, which stated his death 
should not stop the prosecution of those responsible for the AMIA attack. 


Background: (U) Nisman was appointed prosecutor in the AMIA case in September 2004. interpol 

issued red notices on six high level Iranian officials for their suspected involvement in the AMIA attack. 

In February 2013, Argentina’s Congress approved the creation of a Truth Commission with Iran to probe 

the 1994 bombing. The Commission, as proposed by President Kirchner, was widely criticized as an 

attempt to sideline the criminal investigation. In May 2014, a Federal Appeals Court ruled the Truth 
Commission unconstitutional. On January 15, 2015, Nisman filed a criminal complaint accusing Kirchner 

and other administration officials of secretly conspiring with the Iranians to derail the investigation into = 
lran’s alleged role in the 1994 bombing, as part of a deal that would supply Iranian oil to Argentina. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS DIVISION 


Situational Report 


22 January 2015 


(U//FOVQ) Significant Operational Updates—0700 22 January 2015 


AFRICA 


LEGAT  LEGAT NAIROBI: (U/frovey CS” Nairobi b7c 


b6 


personnel will travel to Djibouti from 26-30 January 2015 to liaise with Direction Generale Des 
Services De La Documentation Et De la Securite (DGDS) and the Djibouti National Police (DNP). 
The liaison will consist of initial meetings in furtherance of training scheduled for mid-February 


in Djibouti. 


LEGAT NAIROBI: (UFFSUQ) From 26-27 January 2015, Legat Nairobi personnel will travel to 
Kigali, Rwanda, to conduct a language evaluation of a prospective National Academy candidate. 


AMERICAS 


LEGAT BUENOS AIRES: (U) Argentine Federal Prosecutor Alberto Nisman was found dead in 


his Buenos Aires apartment, hours before his appearance at a Congressional 


hearing. Nisman 


was scheduled to deliver evidence to the Argentine Congress on 19 January 2015 of an alleged 
cover-up by President Cristina Kirchner of Iran/Hizballah’s role in the 1994 terrorist attack on a 


Buenos Aires Jewish community center (AMIA) that killed 85 people. 
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